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Look at these paragraphs and examples and decide what is the classification principle and come up 
with an appropriate topic sentence for a paragraph classifying them.

Shonen

Literally meaning “few years,” “shonen” (少年) typically refers to young boys under the age of 

fifteen. Thus, shonen anime and manga are aimed at that demographic. A lot of these anime 

and manga have a young male hero and are focused on action, adventure, and fighting. 

However, comedies and series with female protagonists are becoming more and more 

common. Shonen works often have more than a fair share of fanservice as well. Some popular 

examples of shonen anime and manga are Dragon Ball, Bleach, Naruto, One 

Piece, Watamote and Attack on Titan.

http://goo.gl/hUzj4J
http://goo.gl/5smnJ7


Seinen
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“Seinen” (青年), on the other hand, refers to young men between the ages of 15-24. Seinen 

anime and manga tend to be of a more violent and/or psychological nature than shonen series

—though, of course, there are seinen comedies as well. They can also have content of a 

pornographic nature (though this is not the focus of the work). Famous seinen anime and 

manga include such titles such as Berserk, Ghost in the Shell, Akira, Hellsing, and Gantz. 

http://goo.gl/qKv6KT
http://goo.gl/S3oh8b


Shojo
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“Shojo” (少女), which is often translated as “young girl,” is the female counterpart to shonen, 

and anime and manga of this type are aimed at girls between the ages of ten and eighteen. 

These tend to focus on romance and interpersonal relationships—though this does not mean 

they are necessarily without action or adventure. Shojo works almost always have a female 

lead; however, many male homosexual love stories fall into the shojo category as well. Popular

Shojo works include NANA, Sailor Moon, Revolutionary Girl Utena, Fushigi Yuugi, 

and Ouran High School Host Club.



Josei
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Anime and manga of the “josei” (女性) variety are aimed at adult women. Josei series are often

slice-of-life or romantic tales featuring adult women, though, in recent years, shonen-like 

action-adventures have become popular as well. In general, these works tend to contain more 

realistic interpersonal relationships (as opposed to shojo’s often idealized ones) and can cover 

darker subjects like rape and infidelity. While many josei anime and manga have female main 

characters, many others have male characters. Male leads are usually of the pretty-boy variety 

and stories featuring them often have homosexual undertones. Popular josei series 

includeLoveless, Paradise Kiss, Honey and Clover, 07-Ghost, and Makai Ouji: Devils and 

Realist.



Kodomomuke
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Literally meaning “directed at children,” “Kodomomuke” (子供向け) anime and manga are 

exactly that. Kodomomuke works tend to be simple, imaginative stories that teach morals and 

other core values to young readers. Sometimes they are original stories while other times they 

are adaptations of Western classical literature. Popular children’s series 

include Doraemon,Hello Kitty, Chibi Maruko-chan, Heidi, Girl of the Alps, Anne of Green 

Gables, and Anpanman.

Info adapted from: http://kotaku.com/how-to-identify-the-basic-types-of-anime-and-manga-
1538285518 

http://kotaku.com/how-to-identify-the-basic-types-of-anime-and-manga-1538285518
http://kotaku.com/how-to-identify-the-basic-types-of-anime-and-manga-1538285518
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